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April 8 - 17, 2021



special thanks to our collaborators:

schedule of events

Thursday April 8
8:00 pm:  El Hombre Que Siempre Hizo Su Parte/
 The man who always did his part    
 (platica)

Friday April 9
7:00 pm:  In the Defense Against Tyranny    
 (platica)

Saturday April 10
2:00 pm:  XicanIndie Short/chones 1 (platica)
4:30 pm:  XicanIndie Short/chones 2 (platica)
6:00 pm:  Truly Texas Mexican Event
 Cooking and film screening
 (only available at this time)
9:00 pm:  Truly Texas Mexican  (platica)

Sunday April 11
1:00 pm:  Missing in Brooks County  screening  
 & platica (only available at this time)
5:30 pm:  Border South & Night Shift (platica)

How to view
● Most films will be available  for the entirety of the Festival, sign up 
for your  festival link and you’ll have access to watch at your own pace.

● If a film is only available at a certain time, we will highlight that.

● Platicas will happen throughout the festival, the highlighted schedule 
features exact times of the conversation, we encourage you to watch the 
films so you can ask join in. 

get your access pass here
Watch events on our facebook page or on youtube

consulado general de mexico, media arts santa ana and kuvo jazz 89.3 fm

Friday April 16
1:00 pm: masa producers academy workshop
6:30 pm:  Bride +1  (platica)

thursday april 15
6:30 pm: Cine mexicano platica with consul   
 general of mexico

https://ci.ovationtix.com/35333/production/1045720
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35333/production/1045720
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35333/production/1045720
https://www.facebook.com/SuTeatro
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12pMKOgxK_YkarAPXEabQA


Truly Texas Mexican
Adan Medrano is a celebrated Chef and food 
writer,he spent more then 20 years  working 
throughout the world, and recognizing the stories 
of society through the traditions of their food.  
Upon his return to his home of Texas he has 
focused on the importance of culinary traditions 
in the Mexican American community: its history, 
recipes and how this singular cuisine is showing 
the way towards a better understanding of what 
it is to be “American” 

In his book, turned documentary he explores the traditions of the food, rooted in its 
indigenous ancestry, and the women who led the cultural resistance of colonization 
through food. His journey to keep those stories alive, is a feast for the eyes and panza. 
Get your food ready because you will leave this movie ready to eat. 
For more info on the film: click here

Anaibal Capoano, USA, 90 Mins
Click for trailer

screening & cooking lesson 
Saturday april 10 at 6pm

(screening and lesson only available at this time)

Adán Medrano (Writer & Executive Producer), 
gives a virtual lesson on how to make Albondigas. 
Full recipe available here

documentary features

Platica on youtube saturday April 10 at 9pm
Platica panelists

Saturday april 10

Virginia Diaz-Laughlin 
Producer

Anibel Capoano 
Director

Gabriel Bendahan 
Cinematographer

https://trulytexasmexican.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJXJx5rEMUU
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35333/production/1045720
https://adanmedrano.com/albondigas-de-chile-ancho-chile-ancho-meatballs/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12pMKOgxK_YkarAPXEabQA


El hombre que siempre hizo su parte
The man who always did his part

“I used to say to my Mother, on the epitaph 
on my tombstone I want it to say- The Man 
Who Always did his part, because what I 
say I will do, I do.” Dr. Carlos Rota is a 
writer, a scientist, a record producer, and 
an intellectual. He may also be a hoarder, 
and a judge of society’s failures.  His silver 
tongue both engages and repels, leaving him 
in solitude and at age 78 allowing the world 
to see him as he is. 

orisel castro/york neudel, ecuador, 94 Mins
Spanish with english subtitles Click for trailer

Platica on youtube
Thursday April 8 at 8pm

with orisel castro - director
york neudel - director

Border South
frontera sur

Immigration policy impacts real people. 
Stricter policy makes the path more 
difficult, and ever more dangerous. But 
the choice to stay in dire circumstances or 
seeing with their own eyes this danger, but 
leaving too often no good options. 

The film weaves together migrant stories 
of resilience and survival from different 
vantage points, revealing resilience, 

ingenuity and humor. Border South shows the human side of the global migration system, 
that renders human beings invisible in life as well as death. 
For more info on the film: click here

Raúl o. paz Pastrana, Mexico/USA/Guatemala, 88 Mins
Spanish with english subtitles Click for trailer

Platica on youtube
sunday April 11 at 5:30pm

with Raúl O. paz pastrana - director, producer, cinematographer

documentary features

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1u0ISMUJhNg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12pMKOgxK_YkarAPXEabQA
https://bordersouthfilm.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QPQ77RElTc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12pMKOgxK_YkarAPXEabQA


Missing in Brooks county

Moving the border station further North, simply 
creates more death. 70 miles north of the 
Mexico- US border lies Brooks County, Texas- 
a haunted, inhospitable place where thousands 
of immigrants have gone missing or died over 
the past decade. Missing in Brooks County 
follows the journey of two families who arrive 
in Brooks County to look for their loved ones, 
only to find a mystery that deepens at every 
turn. A gripping drama, finding those who want 
to end the crisis, and consequences of a broken 
immigration system. 

For more info on the film: click here
 Lisa Molomot/jeff bemiss, usa, 81 Mins
For tickets click here  Click for trailer

screening & platica 
platica panelists

with Lisa Molmot, Eddie Canales, Jeff Bemiss

documentary features
sunday april 11 at 1pm

Eddie Canales is  a retired Colorado union 
organizer who came out of retirement to open the 
modest South Texas Human Rights Center to deal 
with the missing migrant crisis. Canales is the only 
humanitarian help available in Brooks County, 
and his phone never stops ringing with families 
desperate to find their missing loved ones. 

The South Texas Human Rights Center is a community based organization in Falfurrias, 
Brooks County, Texas dedicated to the promotion, protection, defense and exercise of 
human rights and dignity in South Texas. Their mission is to end earth and suffering on 
the Texas/Mexico border through community initiatives. For more information on their 
work: https://southtexashumanrights.org

https://www.missinginbrookscounty.com
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35333/production/1046400
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-Ljt22Jm08
https://southtexashumanrights.org


Bride+1
Clarrisa wants kids, and a husband, so she 
gives herself a year. On her 40th Birthday 
she will have a wedding. Now she just 
needs to find a groom. She figures if she 
builds it her groom will come. But is it too 
late? Save the date!
For more info on the film: click here

Christina Morales Hemenway, usa, 83 Mins

Platica on youtube
friday April 9 at 9pm

with christina morales hemenway (writer/director)
yelyna de leon (actress-brita)

In the defense against tyranny

Francisco Suarez has the unique 
opportunity to interview one of the 
Presidential candidates. Torn by his 
desire to be objective he is left with a choice 
that could mean the end of his career but the 
deliverance of his country. 

Felix Ramos, USA, 85 Mins
Click for trailer

Platica on youtube
Friday April 9 at 7pm
with Felix Ramos - filmmaker

randy vasquez - producer and lead actor

xicanindie features

https://www.brideplusone.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12pMKOgxK_YkarAPXEabQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NTzYQ6230g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12pMKOgxK_YkarAPXEabQA


Te Prometo anarquia
i promise you anarchy

Miguel and Johnny are skateboarders, best 
friends and lovers. In  contemporary Mexico 
City, they have found a niche in selling their 
blood at the black market as a way to survive. 
Throw in the mafia and some other modern day 
dangers like love, and what could go wrong? 
Every shot, every breath, every story twist, 
every nuance of this film spirals inevitably 
toward catastrophes, emotional and otherwise.

julio Hernández Cordón, mexico, 88 Mins
spanish with english subtitles

ADULT MATERIAL
Click for trailer

Workers
Set in Tijuana, former spouses Rafael and 
Lidia have always been hard workers. Rafael 
spent 30 years as a janitor in a light bulb 
factory, but on the eve of his retirement he 
learns he is not entitled to his pension due to 
a paperwork error. Lidia, as a housekeeper 
who tends to a spoiled dog named Princesa. 
When her employer dies and leaves 
everything to the dog, Lidia must decide if 
she can continue working for a dog. A look 
at the division of labor in society and a silent 
struggle to be visible and reclaim their rights 
and dignity.

Jose Luis Valle, mexico, 120 Mins
spanish with english subtitles

Click for trailer

cine mexicano

presented in collaboration
with consulado general of mexico Platica on youtube

thursday April 15 at 6:30pm
with consul general of mexico

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oiv4C44Ibsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRYsboeepfY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12pMKOgxK_YkarAPXEabQA


Made in bangkok
Morgana is a Mexican transgender opera 
singer with a dream: gender- reassignment 
surgery. Her only chance to make this 
happen is by winning a beauty pageant in 
Bangkok, and use the $10,000 cash prize 
to pay for the surgery.  The documentary 
embarks on Morgana’s journey with her,  
as she fights for the identity she has been 
struggling all her life to construct.

Flavio Florencio, mexico, 75 Mins
spanish with english subtitles

Click for trailer

cine mexicano

presented in collaboration
with consulado general de mexico Platica on youtube

thursday April 15 at 6:30pm
with consul general of mexico

la tirisia
A film based on the stories of hundreds of 
women that are forced to choose between 
their children and their mate in order to 
sustain their families. Cheba and Angeles 
Miguel are pregnant by the same man, 
Silvestre.  For Cheba, he was a lover 
while her husband was working abroad, he 
has now returned. For Angeles, he is her 
stepfather, and her Mother doesn’t want 
her to keep the baby. The two women need 

to decide what to do with their newborn children, in order to sustain themselves, and give 
them a chance.   They have to confront their own needs and desires. La Tirisia portraits the 
life of two women – and their friends -- in an isolated village, where they all live trapped, 
forgotten and sick with Tirisia, an illness of the soul.

jorge Pérez solano, mexico, 110 Mins
spanish with english subtitles

adult material
Click for trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dT8OzopfKCs
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12pMKOgxK_YkarAPXEabQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJR7LXb-ng4


saturday April 10 at 2pm
chones program 1 platica

xicanindie shorts - chones

Sing Me a Brown Song
Diego Estrada / 5 mins
Local Spoken Word Artist Alejandro Jimenez 
performs his poem about hope, about 
continuing to sing, until all these whack 
ass systems  and damaging narratives and 
whack ass systems that vilify Brown people 
crumble.

document ed
alan dominguez / 22 mins
Local Filmmaker Alan Dominguez in 
collaboration with his students offers a short 
documentary on people living in sanctuary 
in Colorado. Featuring a score by Ozomatli.
Spanish with English Subtitles

eastside facebook story
melanie queponds / 5 mins
A facebook post turns into an epic battle no 
winners and a whole lot of losers. 

luisa
veronica sanchez / 15 mins
The locally produced film follows Luisa on 
her journey to cross the border and arrive in 
Denver.  ADULT MATERIAL

* All films are subtitled in English

morning cafecito
iliana lucero barron / 3 mins
Your daily morning ritual starts con un 
Cafecito...at least in America. 

mama chiapas
andrea villanueva / 10 mins 
A poetic documentary following one of the 
only midwives in the Chiapas region Maria 
Lopez Giron. In Chiapas, 61 of every 100,000 
live births, the mother dies.
Multilingual with English Subtitles

night shift
raul o. paz pastrana/ 5 mins
A real time story following 22 year old first 
response EMT Dulce Bueno works  at one of 
Colorado’s busiest trauma centers, during the 
difficult days of the pandemic.



xicanindie shorts - chones

tacos
jose guerrero / 5 mins
Local Chicano band Los Mocochetes in the 
music video for their newest single Tacos. 
Featuring students from El Teatro VolARTE.

the ranfla
juan rodriguez/ 5 mins
American Me actors Danny de la Paz and 
Daniel Villarreal (Big Puppet and Little 
Puppet), as themselves,  prepare to head to 
a signing at a car show, concerned about 
rolling up in a mini van.

luchadores
jose emmanuel varela/ 8 mins
A day in the life of luchadores Capitan y 
El Rudo as they battle crime, stand up for 
community and wax poetically about the 
role of the luchador.

rocks
jose guerrero/ 5 mins
Los Mocochetes were inspired by the social 
unrest this summer, to release their single 
Rocks early, as it calls for using one’s voice 
and actions to make a difference in the world.

walking towards freedom
jose guerrero/ 8:46 mins
Inspired by the 8:46 video of George Floyd, 
poet Jozer Guerrero, takes his poem about 
being a young man of color and being 
profiled simply for his walk, to create a short 
film inspiring the audience to take steps 
towards change and social justice.

saturday April 10 at 2pm
chones program 1 platica



xicanindie shorts - chones

antonio in abiquiu
ashley garcia / 4 mins
Antonio from Abiquiu, New Mexico has 
been building a house by himself one 
rock at a time. Presented in partnership 
with PBS Native Lens.

boom walks into a bar
ben gallegos / 8 mins
A Chicano journeys from Colorado’s 
Western Slope to Denver to find his way into 
the spotlight.

danza azteca
junior robinson / 4 mins
A celebration of native traditions, focused 
on Denver’s Grupo Tlaloc and the annual 
Xupantla gathering of danzantes from 
throughout the southwest  in honor of 
summer solstice. Presented in partnership 
with PBS Native Lens.

in my attic
orlando torres / 3 mins
An artist finds herself immersed in loving 
memories, struggling to embrace the love 
and lessons that it brought her.

saturday April 10 at 4:30pm
chones program 2 platica

consent
andrew cervantes / 2 mins
When is spicing up the relationship, too 
much?  A short comedy.
ADULT MATERIAL



promise
cipriano ortega / 6 mins
The US Government promised so much 
to the indigenous tribes that inhabited 
this land. Treaties, Handshakes, IOU’s 
… Lands given. Lands Taken. 
ADULT MATERIAL

salvando a salvador (saving 
salvador)
luisa maria gonzales / 12 mins
The dark comedy about three sisters who 
take matters into their own hands when 
bureaucratic chaos prevents them from 
doing what’s right for their father.

xicanindie shorts - chones

silencio
robb s. garcia/ 8 mins
Silencio is a psychological drama that 
explores the dismantling of one man’s 
seemingly happy family. Silencio is the first 
film in a series of five unrelated films from  
vivid, unsettling dreams he had over a course 
of six months shortly before being diagnosed 
with a Meningioma brain tumor.

the ferry (a barca)
nilton resende / 19 mins
On Christmas Eve, two women glide over 
the waters of a dark, icy pond on a barge, an 
unexpected event will leave its mark. Based 
on a short story.

saturday April 10 at 4:30pm
chones program 2 platica



xicanindie shorts - chones

el viaje y el sueno
tony ortega / 1 min
A snapshot of the new life of Idalia, missing 
her home in El Salvador.

saturday April 10 at 4:30pm
chones program 2 platica

puro party (2 mins) 
e-spaghetti western (3 mins)
chicano western (2 mins)
thanksgiving special (4 mins)
tony ortega 
Local visual artist Tony Ortega, creates experimental art 
videos that juxtapose unlikely images from American, 
Mexican, and Chicano popular cultures that include icons, 
symbols, history, humor, and the contemporary world to 
foster opportunities for the bending of meaning.   Utilizing 
different genres and storytelling methods for political and 
social commentary.



xicanindie shorts - chones

masa producers academy workshop
friday april 16 at 1 pm
Do you want to make a film? Award winning artists and co-founders of Media 
Arts Santa Ana (MASA), Victor Payan and Pocha Peña, will present a session 
of their Millennial Producers Academy (MILPA), providing important tips for 
emerging Latinx filmmakers of all ages.

on/off
nic villareal/ 7 mins
Endless distractions threaten to destroy 
creativity.

sin reino
sandra oridiano/ 5 mins
A bittersweet modern fairytale through the 
eyes of a young child, recounting the fleeting 
moments with her father, where not all is as 
it seems.
Spanish with English Subtitles

victor payan pocha peña

covid dreams
manuel saldana/ 2 mins
A student struggles with COVID-19.
Spanish with English Subtitles


